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MAY 2019

FROM THE EAST
Greetings from the East,
This coming month of May we are attending the Master and Wardens retreat in
Lake Tahoe. I look forward to it because it is one of the best retreats I have been
to. In the years past, it has always been well organized and well instructed.
Although it’s a little short in training time as there is so much to learn. The Three
Pillars, with our Senior Deacon will be in different groups attending several
workshops. As I remember from when I attended, one of the sessions that inspired
me the most was the "Leadership to Mentor” which motivated me to continue
serving our lodge in mentoring new and future members after my term ends. These educational
opportunities are not to miss once a brother reaches eligibility to attend. I highly encourage you
to do so once you’re able to.
Congratulations to Bro. Fanolex Menos who was recently raised to the Sublime Degree of Master
Mason. Travel far my brother in your Masonic journey. We have a couple of degrees scheduled this
month. I hope that you attend in support of our brothers.
See you all at our Stated Meeting.

Fraternally,
Bro. Jun P. Pineda
Worshipful Master
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● Wednesday, May 1st
Stated Meeting | attire: business suit
● Wednesday, May 8th
3rd Degree Lecture Long Form Competition
● Tuesday, May 14th
DSOI at Siminoff Lodge
● Wednesday, May 15th
2nd Degree Conferral of Bro. Ryan Relova
● Wednesday May 22nd
3rd Degree Conferral of Bro. Adrian Quinones
● Wednesday , May 29th
3rd Degree Conferral of Bro. Efren Sonza

BIRTHDAY CORNER

MAY
Celebrants

1st
2nd
8th
10th
20th
23rd
25th
26th

Robert R. Thornton Jr.
Edwin C. Roulette
Philip J. Bugayong
Danilo F. Nejal
Vivencio R. Millado
Dennis C. Molina
George S. Speights
Donald A. Strey
Eduardo R. Cruz
Daniel Santillano
Eric M. Simsuangco

28th
30th
31st

German C. Linis
Robert C. McCarty
Rolando M. Gabriana
George P. Steiner Jr.
Ernest C. Leal
Christopher F. Pacis
Myron E. Temple Jr.

Happy Birthday Brothers!

DEGREES
Entered Apprentices
Mario Lintag
Ryan Relova*

Fellow Crafts
Adrian Quinones*
Wuilman Moran
Efren Sonza, Jr.*

* scheduled for conferral this month
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FROM THE WEST
Brethren,
In continuation of our study and learning of our craft relative to the symbolism and
relevance of Masonry tools and nature, let as recapitulate some important definitions.
The Square is an emblem of morality. It constantly reminds us that we should teach
and practice good morals, evidencing a character in accord with the principles or
standards of right conduct. Because the square’s lesson of morality, justice, of
truthfulness and of honesty are the most important taught by Freemasonry, it is only
natural that it should be the symbol of Masonry’s highest office, the Master of the Lodge,
who is the principal teacher in the Lodge.
The Level demonstrates that we are all descended from the same creator. We are each human and share
the same hope for eventual salvation. Because all people are not created with the same ability, distinctions
among us exist. Yet, no eminence of station should let us forget that we are all brethren. He who may be
placed on the lowest spoke of fortune’s wheel may be entitled to our regard. And, most importantly, death,
the mighty leveler of human greatness, will reduce us all to the same state when nothing except our good
deeds will survive us. The level of equality is the jewel of the Senior Warden who is responsible for governing
the craft when it is at labor. He thus reminds us that we should treat all of our fellow creatures on the level
of equality in all our dealings of life.
The Plumb admonishes us to walk uprightly in all our undertakings, to hold the scales of justice in equal
poise, to observe the thin line between intemperance and pleasure and to make our emotions coincide with
the line of our duty. Because the Junior Warden is assigned to superintend the craft during the hours of
relaxation from their labors, the plumb is assigned to the Junior Warden to teach the practice of moderation
and discretion in the indulgence of our inclinations and to see that the means of refreshment are not subverted
to improper or excessive use.
The plumb, square and level evidence the mission of Masonry:
The Plumb: to curb intemperate passions and to reconcile our conflicting interests by observing the symbolic
lesson of temperance and rectitude of life taught by the plumb.
The Level: to extend to others the same regard and benevolence which we would appreciate in return, by
treating others upon the level of equality.
The Square: to deal voluntarily with others in a way better calculated to preserve peace and good order than
any penal law or political regulation could achieve, by always governing our own actions by the square of
morality.
As Masons, we meet upon the level of equality, act by the plumb of virtue and part upon the square of
morality.
The jewels of the Senior and Junior Deacons are the square and compass combined. The Senior Deacon
has the sun in the center of his jewel while the Junior Deacon has a half moon in the center of his. The Senior
and Junior Deacons are charged with a general surveillance over the security of the Lodge and serve as
messengers for the Master and Senior Warden, respectively. Hence, their jewels, a combination of the square
and compass, are an allusion to the necessity of combining justice and circumspection in our actions. In the
center, the Senior Deacon bears a sun as he is the proxy of the Master whose station is in the east, the place
of the rising sun. The sun is an emblem of the Master because it shines by its own light, as the Master governs
his Lodge by virtue of his power. The jewel of the Junior Deacon is a half moon within the square and compass
as he is the messenger of the Senior Warden whose station is in the west and whose duty is to assist the
Master in governing the Lodge. As the moon derives its light from the sun, so the Senior Warden derives his
authority from the Master. Therefore, as the Senior Warden’s messenger or proxy, the proper emblem of
the Junior Deacon is the half moon.
In England, the jewel of the Deacons is a dove, an allusion to the dove sent out of the Ark by Noah. The
concept of a “deacon” traces itself to the early Christian Era when the Deacons were the proxy of the Bishop
or his servant and were often set forth to bring the first lessons to the Neophytes. Each Deacon always carries
a blue rod in the discharge of his duty as a messenger in imitation of the rod of Mercury, the messenger of
the Gods in Roman mythology. (The analogous God to Mercury in Greek mythology was Hermes.) The Bible
contains many references to rods, typically signifying that the bearer comes as a messenger of God and
therefore possesses the authority of his sender.
Continue next page
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For example, the Rod of Moses is called the “Rod of God” in Exodus as a token that he was the agent of
God. By means of this Rod, Moses performed many great deeds and proved that God was with him.
The jewel of the Stewards is a cornucopia or horn of plenty. In Greek Mythology, Zeus was nourished
during his infancy by the milk of a goat, one of whose horns was subsequently given to Zeus’ nurses during
infancy with the assurance that it should furnish them with a never-failing supply of whatever they might
desire. The horn therefore became a symbol of abundance. In the Old Testament, we read a number of
references to the horn as the proper vessel to hold oil, which Masons use as the symbol for joy. In olden
times, it was the duty of the Stewards of a Lodge to supervise the festive occasions of the craft, to assist in
the collection of dues and to provide for refreshments to the brethren during their breaks from physical labor.
Thus did the horn of plenty or cornucopia become the symbol of the Stewards.
The Stewards also carry Rods but theirs’ are white. Their use comes from the political customs of England,
where the Steward of the King’s household was appointed by the delivery of a staff, the breaking of which
dissolved his office.
The jewel of the Tiler is the sword. It enables him to guard against the admission of improper persons to
the deliberations of the Lodge. It admonishes us to set a guard over our thoughts, a watch at our lips and
a sentry over our actions to prevent the approach of every unworthy thought and deed and preserve our
consciences void of any offense toward God or Man. The Tiler’s sword should be wavy in shape in allusion
to the flaming sword which was placed at the east of the Garden of Eden in Genesis and which turned every
direction to prevent access to the tree of life by all improper persons. The Tiler’s sword is without a scabbard
or holder because it should be ever-drawn and ready for the defense of the Lodge from Tiler’s post. As each
of us is symbolically a lodge, we should always thus guard our hearts, minds and actions against improper
thoughts and deeds.
Credit: An article obtained from Freemason.org
Fraternally yours,
Bro Eric Simsuangco
Senior Warden
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FROM THE SOUTH
Greetings form the South,
Its May so it’s Cinco De Mayo time!
Our dinner will be:
Chips with salsa, 2 Enchiladas, rice and beans, and Flan for dessert.
Let’s enjoy!
For reservations contact Brothers:
Bill 510-710-7254, Jett 209-326-7318, or Wesley 510-326-2982

Fraternally,
Bro. Bill Eadus
Junior Warden
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FROM THE SECRETARY
Brethren,
This month of May we remember our brothers who have died in military service.
We honor them as we observe Memorial Day. As the saying goes, “We don’t
know them all, but we owe them all.” Truly, we are the home of the free, because
of the brave.
In the beginning of the month we get to celebrate the person whom in Filipino
we call, ilaw ng tahanan or the light of the home. Happy mother’s day to all our
moms, thank you for bringing light and love to all of us.
___________
From the Grand Lodge:
If a young person in your life is struggling with behavioral, educational, or emotional challenges,
we can help - no matter where you live in California.
Through new telehealth services, the Masonic Center for Youth and Families (MCYAF) offers
professional consultation services over a secure video connection for parents, couples, families,
and youth.
To learn more about telehealth, contact inquiries@mcyaf.org or (877) 488-6293.

Fraternally,
WB Rey V. Tiopo, HA
Secretary
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HALL ASSOCIATION
HALL/BUILDING ASSOCIATION

President
Vice President
CFO
Secretary
Member(s)

Allan Nubla, PM
Charles E. Bullard, PM
Mike Tagulao, PM
Noel Cortez
Randy Gabriana
Dante Ypil, PM
Marc Gabriana

650.922.4684
510.635.8184
510.925.6414
510.386.3210
510.427.6686
925.999.5606
510.677.3092

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Emmanuel Figueroa - 2020
Jesse Dela Cruz, PM - 2020
Odin Madlambayan - 2020

For Banquet Hall Reservations
please contact our Hall Association CFO
____________________
Any Masonic Function must be cleared with the Master and the Junior Warden

MASONIC FAMILIES
Job’s Daughter Bethel No. 175
Meets every 2nd and 4th Monday of the month 5:00 pm
Eden Assembly Rainbow No. 11
Meets every month
st
1 Saturday 10:00 am
3rd Thursday 7:00 pm
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2019 OFFICERS
Master

Jun Pineda (Lorrie)

510.759.1488 | fppinedajr@yahoo.com

Senior Warden

Eric Simsuangco (Gina)

650.834.3313 | simsboater@yahoo.com

Junior Warden

Bill Eadus (Elsa)

510.710.7254 | jetfixer114@yahoo.com

Treasurer

Randy Gabriana (Marilyn)

510.427.6686 | ransparks.gabriana553@gmail.com

Secretary

Rey Tiopo, PM, HA (Helen)

408.518.2591 | rey.tiopo@goaaa.com

Asst. Secretary

Noel Cortez (Catalina)

510.670.1159 | nlcortez@yahoo.com

Chaplain

Jesse Dela Cruz, PM (Alice)

510.673.1868 | jedc56@gmail.com

Senior Deacon

Bill Warner, Sr. (Warlina)

510.912.9211 | 2455warner@gmail.com

Junior Deacon

Dowel Juan (Vicky)

510.317.8461 | doweljuan@yahoo.com

Marshal

Ferdinand Pacis II (Armida)

510.329.1462 | savageislander1@yahoo.com

Senior Steward

Edgar Joseph Carrasco

209.326.7318 | jettcarrasco@gmail.com

Junior Steward

Wesley Legaspi (Mary Grace) 510.367.2982 | wlegaspi@me.com

Tiler

Dante Ypil, PM (Judith)

925.999.5606 | dante_ypil@yahoo.com

319th District
Inspector

Tom Kavishi, PM, HA

510.541.1903 | st.kavishi@gmail.com

Officer’s Coach

Jesse Dela Cruz, PM (Alice)

510.673.1868 | jedc56@gmail.com

Mike Tagulao, PM (Donna)

510.925.6414 | mike.tagulao@gmail.com

COMMITTEES
Candidates' Committee: Head - Eric Simsuangco, 1st deg: Bill Eadus, 2nd deg: Noel Ciron, PM,HA,
3rd deg: Arnie Tabinas, PM, HA
Audit: Dante Ypil, PM, Vic Ingalla, Victor Cayabyab
Charity: WM Jun Pineda, Eric Simsuangco, Bill Eadus
Delinquent Dues: Rey V. Tiopo, PM, HA, Randy Gabriana, Eric Simsuangco
Membership Retention: Mike Tagulao, PM, Rey V. Tiopo, PM, HA, Norman Mallillin, PM, Eric Simsuangco
Telephone: Victor Cayabyab, Warren Legaspi, Wesley Legaspi
Public Relations: Bill Warner, Sr, Bill Eadus
Hiram Award: Chairman - Eric Simsuangco, Observer - Bill Eadus
Masonic Education: Arnie Tabinas, PM, HA, Tony Cimarra, PM, HA
Youth Order: Noel Ciron, PM, HA, Charles Bullard, PM
Sunshine: Nel Pacis, PM, HA, Jesse Dela Cruz, PM, Edwin Dimarucut, PM
Funeral: Del Endrina, PM, HA, Arnie Tabinas, PM, HA
Widows: Dowel Juan, Ferdinand Pacis II, Norman Mallillin, PM
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